
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Commissioners and Workgroups 
 



 
 

Page 2 of 10 
 

Version: May 31, 2024 
 

 

Commission on Public Health 

Appointed Membership 

Co-Chairs 

Meenakshi Brewster, MD, MPH, FAAFP 
Health Officer 
St. Mary's County Health Department 

Boris Lushniak, MD, MPH  
Dean and Professor 
University of Maryland School 
of Public Health 

Oluwatosin Olateju, DrPH, MSN-CPHN, RN 
Assistant Professor of Nursing 
Coppin State University 

Commissioners 

Hon. Heather Bagnall 
Delegate 
District 33C - Anne Arundel County 

Camille Blake Fall, JD  
Director, Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities 
Maryland Department of Health 

Christopher Brandt, MBA 
Managing Director 
Audacious Capital 

Jean Drummond, MPA 
President and CEO 
HCD International 

Nilesh Kalyanaraman, MD, FACP 
Deputy Secretary of Public Health Services 
Maryland Department of Health 

(Hon.) Vacant 
Senator 
District 

Alyssa Lord, MA, MSc 
Deputy Secretary for Behavioral Health 
Maryland Department of Health 

Fran Philips, RN, MHA 
Former MDH Deputy Secretary of Public Health Services 
Former Anne Arundel County Health Officer 

Nicole Rochester, MD 
Founder & CEO 
Your GPS Doc, LLC 

Maura Rossman, MD 
Health Officer 
Howard County Health Department 

Michelle Spencer, MS 
Practice Professor 
Deputy Director, Bloomberg American Health Initiative 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Allen Twigg, LCPC, MBA 
Executive Director  
Behavioral & Community Health 
Meritus Health 
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Commission Support Team 

Chidubem Egboluche, DVM, MPH 

Commission & Workgroup Staff Support 
Morgan CARES Graduate Research Assistant 
Doctor of Public Health Student 
Morgan State University 

Shane Hatchett, MS 

Senior Advisor & Commission Manager 
Acting Workforce Workgroup Coordinator 

Dushanka Kleinman, DDS, MScD 

Technical Advisor 
Professor Emerita 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Sarah Kolk, MPH 

Commission Staff Support & Governance and 
Organizational Capabilities Workgroup Coordinator 
St. Mary's County Health Department 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Michelle Kong, BA 

Commission & Workgroup Staff Support  
Assistant to the Dean 
Univ of Maryland School of Public Health 

Erin McClure, BA  

Commission Staff Support 
Asst. Dean for Diversity & Chief of Staff, Off. of the Dean 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Minda Polser, BA 

Commission Staff Support 
Scheduler and Program Manager, Office of the Dean 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Meghan Roney, MPH 

Data and Information Technology Workgroup 
Coordinator, Acting Communication and Public 
Engagement and Acting Funding Workgroups Coordinator 
Senior Liaison Officer 
The CDC Foundation 
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Communication and Public Engagement Workgroup 
(* = Appointed Member of Commission on Public Health) 

Co-Chairs 

Tonii Gedin, RN, DNP 
Health Officer 
Anne Arundel County Health Department 

Sylvette La Touche-Howard, PhD, NCC, CHES 
Assistant Dean, Office of Public Health Practice and 
Community Engagement  
Associate Clinical Professor  
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Workgroup Members  

Dianna Abney, MD 
Health Officer 
Charles County Health Department 

Cynthia Baur, PhD 
Director, Horowitz Center for Health Literacy 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Ashley Bennett, LBSW, MHA, CCM  
Local Health Improvement Plan Program Manager  
Coalition for a Healthier Frederick County 

Camille Blake Fall, JD*  
Director, Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities 
Maryland Department of Health 

Roselie Bright, ScD, MS 
Volunteer Epidemiologist  
COVID Safe Maryland  

Stacy Cary-Thompson, MD 
Pediatrician 
Cary Cares Parenting LLC 

Saniya Chaudhry, PharmD 
Pharmacist 

Susanna Cooper, MPH 
Health Communications Consultant 
IQ Solutions 

Kasenia Coulson, MPH 
Tobacco Control Coordinator 
St. Mary's County Health Department 

Kisha Davis, MD, MPH 
Health Officer 
Montgomery County Health Department 

Jonathan Dayton, DrPH(c), MS, NREMT, CNE  

Executive Director  
Maryland Rural Health Association 

Jennifer Dixon Cravens, MS 
Faculty 
University of Maryland 

Jean Drummond, MPA*  
President and CEO 
HCD International 

Amy Ford, BA, MLIS 
Branch Manager 
St. Mary's County Library 

Negin Fouladi, PhD, MPH, MS 
Assoc. Clinical Professor & Dir. of Online Grad. Studies 
Chair, Universitas21 Health Research Exchange 
(U21HREx) Community of Practice 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 
 

Heather Gibson, BS, RCMC 
Senior Healthcare Consultant 
RS&F (Rosen, Sapperstein & Friedlander, LLC) 
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Susan Giordano, RN, BSN, MBA, FACHE, NE-BC 
Chief Nurse Executive 
Kaiser Permanente Mid-Atlantic Region 

Amy Gyau-Moyer, MS, MBA 
Senior Director, Community Health 
University of Maryland Medical System 

Maggie Kunz, MPH 
Health Planner 
Carroll County Health Department 

Laurie Lancaster, BSN 
School Nurse 
St. Mary's County Public Schools 

Lauren Levy, JD, MPH 
Health Officer 
Cecil County Health Department 

Jennifer Loring, MEd  
Assistant Regional Director  
Maryland Department of Juvenile Services 

Chidalu Mbonu, MPH 
Doctoral (DrPH) Student 
Loma Linda University School of Public Health 

Nicole Morris, MSN, RN 
Director 
Mid Shore Health Improvement Coalition 

Paulani Mui, MPH 
Assoc. Director, Office of Pub. Health Practice & Training 
Assistant Practice Professor 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Alicia Nelson, RN, MHA 
Director of Nursing  
Division Director, Clinical Services 
St. Mary's County Health Department 

Oluwatosin Olateju, DrPH, MSN-CPHN, RN*  
Assistant Professor of Nursing 
Coppin State University 

Michelle Rhodes, MHS, RN 
CEO 
The Color of Wellness Media 

Nicole Rochester, MD*  
Founder & CEO 
Your GPS Doc, LLC 

Earl Stoner, MPH  
Health Officer 
Washington County Health Department 

Denise Thomas 
Realtor  
Home Towne Real Estate 

Sara Whaley, MPH, MSW, MA 
Senior Research Associate 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Workgroup Support Team 

 Meghan Roney, MPH 
Acting Workgroup Coordinator 
Senior Liaison Officer, CDC Foundation  

 

 

Agnes Bernadine, BA 
Workgroup Student Intern 
Master of Public Health Student 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Chidubem Egboluche, DVM, MPH 
Commission & Workgroup Staff Support 
Morgan CARES Graduate Research Assistant 
DrPH Student, Morgan State University 

Selma Osman, BA 
Workgroup Student Intern 
Master of Health Administration Student 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 
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Data and Information Technology Workgroup 
(* = Appointed Member of Commission on Public Health) 

Co-Chairs 

Jay Atanda, DMD, DrPH 
Policy Advisor 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Matthew Levy, MD, MPH 
Health Officer 
Prince George's County Health Department 

Workgroup Members  

Craig Behm, MBA 
CEO 
Chesapeake Regional Information System for our 
Patients, Inc. (CRISP) 

Hassanatu Blake, PhD, MPH, MBA 
Director, Health Equity and Social Justice  
National Association of County and City Health Officials 
(NACCHO) 

Christopher Brandt, MBA* 
Managing Director 
Audacious Capital 

Janet Brown, MSc 
Senior Research and Evaluation Specialist 
National Association of County and City Health Officials 

Myles Davenport, MPH 
Epidemiologist 
DC Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
Cofounder/President, Brothers in Public Health Inc. 

Morad Elmi, MBA 
Cofounder, Chief Strategy Officer 
Scene Health (formerly emocha Health) 

 

Christina Gray, MS 
Epidemiologist 
Wicomico County Health Department 

Stephanie Harper, MD, MPP 
Deputy Health Officer 
St. Mary’s County Health Department 

Alyssa Lord, MA, MSc* 
Deputy Secretary for Behavioral Health 
Maryland Department of Health 

Chris Nickerson, BSBA 
CEO 
WellCheck, LLC 

Donna Perkins, MPH 
Director of Assessment and Planning 
Anne Arundel Department of Health 

Marie Thoma, PhD 
Associate Professor 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Xuanzi Qin, PhD, MSPH 
Assistant Professor 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

William Webb, MS 
Health Officer 
Kent County Health Department 

Workgroup Support Team 

 Meghan Roney, MPH 
Workgroup Coordinator 
Senior Liaison Officer, CDC Foundation 

 

 

Maryam A Hashmi, BA 
Workgroup Student Intern 
MPH Student, Univ of Maryland School of Public Health 
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Funding Workgroup 
(* = Appointed Member of Commission on Public Health) 

Co-Chairs 

Roger Harrell, MHA 
Health Officer 
Dorchester County Health Department 

Laurence Polsky, MD, MPH 
Deputy Health Officer (Acting) 
Calvert County Health Department 

Workgroup Members  

Sarah Clarke, MBA, CMPE 
Partner, Healthcare Division 
RS&F (Rosen, Sapperstein & Friedlander, LLC) 

David Davis, BA 
Budget and Finance Director 
Public Health Services Administration 
Maryland Department of Health 

Eryn Greaney, MPA 
Immunization, Project Manager 
National Association of County and City Health Officials  

Sonia Gupta, MPH, MBA 
Founder/CEO 
Women’s Health Technologies 

Karine Ireland 
Deputy Health Officer 
Talbot County Health Department 

Rebecca Jones, RN, BSN, MSN 
Health Officer 
Worcester County Health Department 

(Hon.) Vacant 
Senator 
District 

Ruth Maiorana, BS 
Executive Director 
Maryland Association of County Health Officers (MACHO) 

Sadiya Muqueeth, DrPH, MPH 
Chief Health Policy Officer, Baltimore City Health 
Department; Assistant Scientist, Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Gena Spear, BS 
Acting Health Officer 
Allegany County Health Department 
 

Allen Twigg, LCPC, MBA*  
Executive Director, Behavioral & Community Health 
Meritus Health 

 

Workgroup Support Team 

 Meghan Roney, MPH 
Acting Funding Workgroup Coordinator 
Senior Liaison Officer, CDC Foundation 

 

 

Duncan MacGowan Coltharp, BA 
Workgroup Student Intern 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Martha Legette 
Workgroup Student Intern 
Coppin State University 

Shinel Mullings, BA 
Workgroup Coordinator 
MPH Student, Univ of Maryland School of Public Health 
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Governance and Organizational Capabilities Workgroup 
(* = Appointed Member of Commission on Public Health) 

Co-Chairs 

Barbara Brookmyer, MD, MPH 
Health Officer 
Frederick County Health Department 

Fran Philips, RN, MHA* 
Former MDH Deputy Secretary of Public Health Services 
Former Anne Arundel County Health Officer 

Workgroup Members  

Meenakshi Brewster, MD, MPH, FAAFP* 
Health Officer 
St. Mary's County  Health Department 

Angela Cochran, MS 
Division Director, Health Promotion & Community Services 
St. Mary's County Health Department 

Erica Drohan, CFA 
CFO 
Scene Health 

Marie Flake, MPH, BSN 
Senior Program Manager in Workforce Development 
The Public Health Foundation 

Joan Gelrud, MSN, CPHQ, FACHE 
Commissioner 
Maryland Healthcare Commission 

Isis Gomes, MPA 
MPH Candidate 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Kathleen Hoke, JD 
Professor 
Director, Legal Resource Center for Public Health Policy 
University of Maryland Carey School of Law 

Nilesh Kalyanaraman, MD, FACP* 
Deputy Secretary of Public Health Services 
Maryland Department of Health 
 

Maria Maguire, MD, MPP 
Health Officer 
Talbot County Health Department 

Matthew McConaughey, MPH 
Health Officer 
Wicomico County Health Department 

Maura Rossman, MD* 
Health Officer 
Howard County Health Department 
 

Michelle Spencer, MS* 
Practice Professor 
Deputy Director, Bloomberg American Health Initiative 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Wendy Wolff, MPH 
Director of Strategic Engagement 
Maryland Nonprofits 

 

Workgroup Support Team 

 Sarah Kolk, MPH 
Workgroup Coordinator 
St. Mary's County Health Department 

 

 

Hawi Bekele Bengessa, BA 
Workgroup Student Intern 
MHA Student, Univ of Maryland School of Public Health 
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Workforce Workgroup 
(* = Appointed Member of Commission on Public Health) 

Co-Chairs 

Brian Castrucci, DrPH, MA 
President and CEO 
de Beaumont Foundation 

Susan Doyle, RN 
Health Officer 
Carroll County Health Department 

Workgroup Members  

Sanmi Areola, PhD 
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer for HHS & Education 
Prince George’s County 

Marcy Austin, BA 
Health Officer 
Harford County Health Department 

Hon. Heather Bagnall* 
Delegate 
District 33C - Anne Arundel County 

Lawrence Baird, MBA 
Founder/Consultant  
Baird Consulting Group 

Shawn Cain, BA 
Deputy Health Officer 
Anne Arundel County Health Department 

Julie Campbell, MBA 
Director of Human Resources 
Talbot County Health Department 

Joseph Ciotola, Jr., MD 
Health Officer 
Queen Anne's County Health Department 

Amber D’Souza, PhD 
Professor 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Shannon Edward, MA 
Experiential Learning Manager, Faculty 
Univ of Maryland School of Public Health 

Ihuoma Emenuga MD, MPH, MBA 
Commissioner of Health 
Baltimore City Health Department 

Deya Greer, MAT 
Lead Analyst for Workforce & Leadership Development 
National Association of County and City Health Officials 
(NACCHO) 

Vanessa Lamers, MPH, MESc 
Workforce Development Director,  
Public Health Services Administration 
Maryland Department of Health 

Lisa Laschalt, MPH, BA, REHS/RS, LEHS 
Environmental Health Director 
Charles County Department of Health 

Boris Lushniak, MD, MPH*  
Dean and Professor 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Ilise D. Marrazzo, MPH, BSN, RN 
Director of Nursing 
Director, Bureau of Family Health Services 
Howard County Health Department 

Mona Mittal, PhD 
Associate Professor 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Katie Nelson, PhD, MSN, RN 
Assistant Scientist 
Johns Hopkins Center for Indigenous Health 
 

Ahmad Ozair, MD 
Sommer Scholar 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
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Beth Resnick, DrPH, MPH 
Assistant Dean for Public Health Practice  
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Michael Rhein, MPA 
President & CEO 
Institute for Public Health Innovation 

Elvis Safary, PhD 
Scientist and Project Lead 
FIND 

Robert Stephens, MS 
Garrett County Health Officer 

Danielle Weber, MS, RN 
Health Officer 
Somerset County Health Department 

Randi Woods, MS, MBA, RN 
CEO 
STAR Community Health Solutions 

Tracy Zeeger, MPH, PhD 
Asst. Dean of Public Health Practice and Comm. Eng.  
Director of Undergraduate Studies, Clinical Associate 
Professor Univ of Maryland School of Public Health 

 

Workgroup Support Team 

 Shane Hatchett, MS 
Senior Advisor & Commission Manager 
Workforce Workgroup Coordinator 

 

 

Michelle Kong, BA 
Workgroup Staff Support  
Assistant to the Dean 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Bethany Kuerten, MSc-GH 
Workgroup Staff Support  
Senior Program Associate 
de Beaumont Foundation 

Monika Bedi, BA 
Workgroup Student Intern 
Master of Health Administration Student 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

Chamodi Jayasiri, BA 
Workgroup Student Intern 
Master of Public Health Student 
University of Maryland School of Public Health 

 


